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Vegetable prudence
f. 2r

<antiperistasis...: >

A form lacking all cognition 

(consider it o.k. to use 

philosophical language when 

dealing with philosophical 

subjects) - or in possession 

of  an extremely small 

shadow of  the First 

Cognoscens- to strive with 

admirable power that it isn't 

ejected from what is good for 

it: this is indeed something 

worth of  admiration, but 

not more than that - let me 

put it like this - prudence 

which is often observed in 

plants  when they hate and 

avoid which is harmful to 

them, whereas they 

embrace and love what is 

useful for them. 
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Vegetable prudence
f. 2r

Who taught vines to turn 

into the opposite direction 

whenever ever it senses a 

cabbage near it, whereby it 

entwines all its twigs and 

tendrils and as if  fleeing a 

storm or an enemy 

contracts its branches into 

a single small place?
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Vegetable prudence
f. 2r

And who, on the other 

side, who imparted the 

sense due to which a 

<female> elm which is 

connected to its husband 

grows more beautiful and 

also gives better fruits? 

What to say about the hate 

between a walnut tree and 

an oak tree? and about the 

love between garlic and 

lily? 
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Antipathy and love between plants, and Antipathy and love between plants, and 
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vines hate cabbage, 
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other 

Pliny hist.nat. XXIV c.1 Ä1:
Ne silvae quidem horridiorque naturae facies 

medicinis carent, sacra illa parente rerum 

omnium nusquam non remedia disponente 

homini, ut medicina fieret etiam solitudo ipsa, 

et ad singula illius discordia atque 

concordiae miraculis occursantibus. 

quercus et olea tam pertinaci odio 

dissident, ut altera in alterius scrobe 

depacta emoriantur, quercus vero et 

iuxta nucem iuglandem. pernicialia 

et brassicae cum vite odia ; ipsum 

olus, quo vitis fugatur, adversum 

cyclamino et origano arescit. 
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Corrolarium:Corrolarium:

Antipathy and love between plants, and Antipathy and love between plants, and 

Montecatini'sMontecatini's potential sources. potential sources. 

vines hate cabbage, 

oak trees and walnut trees hate each 

other 

Pernicialiasuntbrassicæ, & vitis odia, ac 
spectandaearumdimicatio: vitis enim cum 
intortis clauiculisomniacomplectisoleat, 
solamrefugit brassicam: nampropè
sentiens, in aduersampartem se torquet,  vt
si quiseamadmonerethostemesse in 
propinquo, dumquecoquiturbrassica, vinum
vel si paucissimuminstilles, neccoquitur, nec
ipsius colorconstat.

Giambattista Dalla Porta: MagiaNaturalisI 
(1558) (transcr. Laura Balbiani) 
http://homepages.tscnet.com/omard1/jportab1.html
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CorrolariumCorrolarium CorrolariiCorrolarii::

Antipathy and love between plants. Antipathy and love between plants. 

some plants A love some plants B 

elms loving elms: ???

Montecatini'ssolution:

Vegetableprudence
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Antipathy and love between plants, and Antipathy and love between plants, and 

Montecatini'sMontecatini's potential sources. potential sources. 

female elms lovemale elms Nosourcesfound for
this either, but ... 

Columella : De re rustica V c. 6 Ä17: " At si teneramulmum

maritaveris, onusiamnon sufferet; si vetustaevitemapplicueris, coniugem

necabit." (Marryingelms, but: Not aboutmarryingelm to elm)

http://la.wi

kisource.org

/wiki/De_Re_

Rustica/Libe

r_V

Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa
de Nettesheim: De occulta
PhilosophiaI.17 (<Cologne> 
1533) , p. 22
http://diglib.hab.de/wdb.php?dir=d

rucke/77 - 1- quod - 2f - 2

Male and female palm trees like each other , and almonds

produce better if not solitary.
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Beyond vegetable 
prudence

f. 2rs Not only in plants, but 

also in minerals, 

metals, stones, waters 

and winds you get 

antipathies and 

sympathies: natural 

affectus of friendship 

and enmity.  
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And beyond: Animals
f. 2v

Animals strive to 

preserve their 

bonum, that which is 

good for them, i.e. 

sensual perception


